THE THIRD PARTITION
into Poland, and at her instigation the Austrians massed
80,000 men on the Bohemian frontier. The terms of the
treaty of 3rd January were communicated to Berlin, and
Prussia was coldly invited to agree to them. On 3rd
September a further conference was held at St. Peters-
burg, and there Austria consented to yield a small strip
of territory between the Vistula and the Bug; and with
this Prussia had to be content. On 29th October the
latter Power signed the third partition treaty. Prussian
troops were withdrawn from Cracow and Sandomir,
and the Russians handed over Warsaw to Prussia. One
condition of the division was that the three Powers,
"recognizing the necessity of abolishing everything
which may recall the memory of the existence of a
kingdom of Poland," pledged themselves to refrain from
using that tide. The total territorial gains of Russia
from the three partitions constituted an area of 181,000
square miles, with a population of some 6,000,000;
Austria's share was 45,000 square miles in extent, with
3,000,000 new subjects; Prussia's new territory was
57,000 square miles in area, and its population 2,500,000.
Catherine did not long survive the completion of the
ruin of Poland, for she died on November 16, 1796.
Her victim Stanislaw, the last King of Poland, was forced
to abdicate on November 25,1795. It was provided that
his debts should be paid, and that he should enjoy a
considerable pension, which was contributed by the
three Powers which had profited so greatly from his
incompetence. He went to live in St. Petersburg after
the death of Catherine, and died in that city in 1798.
Catherine's death called to the throne of Russia the Czar
Paul, who showed some sympathy for the Poles. He
actually released some 12,000 of them from their Siberian
251